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More than 25% of world’s land surface is grazed by domestic animals, which represents a surface area more than twice of that used for cultivation and almost the same area occupied by forests or other land uses. Mismanagement of livestock grazing, mainly in form of unbalanced animal numbers, is considered by many authors the most important cause of land degradation, outstripping even deforestation, industrialization or soil tillage. Nonetheless, the effects of overgrazing/undergrazing are not equally severe in all environments, with overgrazing being much more intense in areas where water is a limiting factor.

In Mediterranean land-systems such as dehesas in Spain or montados in Portugal and dry grasslands of Greece and Italy, overgrazing leads to sheet erosion and soil compaction as well as to the lack of plant regeneration, among other degradation processes. In the United States, for example, many studies have demonstrated that overgrazing can provoke a decrease in pasture production and fodder quality. Australian rangelands have also been affected by overgrazing in different climatic areas throughout the country. However, there are many other grazing systems that are scarcely known worldwide such as Brazilian faxinal where open fields of short shrubs grazed mainly by cattle are the dominant landscape. On the other hand, undergrazing and land abandonment rise major concerns for proper land management in many areas of the globe.

The Terrestrial Biosciences section of European Geosciences Union organizes an international meeting 

The impact of grazing on soil landforms, water and biota resources


to run under its General Assembly in Vienna, 12-17 April 2015. Please see details in   

URL: http://meetingorganizer.copernicus.org/EGU2015/session/17770

Organisers:
Manuel Pulido (University of Extremadura, Spain, mapulidof@unex.es)
Claudio Zucca (Università degli Studi di Sassari, Italy, clzucca@uniss.it)
Michael S. Vrahnakis (TEI of Thessaly, Greece, mvrahnak@teilar.gr)
Valdemir Antoneli (UNICENTRO, Brazil, vaantoneli@gmail.com)
Francisco J. Solorio Sánchez (Universidad Autónoma de Yucatán, Mexico, ssolorio@uady.mx)
Marcelo Pereira (Instituto Plan Agropecuario of Salto, Uruguay, pmsacra@adinet.com.uy)
Alex Kutt (University of Melbourne, Australia, alex.kutt@bigpond.com)

Contributions dealing with the occurrence of land degradation processes such as soil erosion and compaction, the importance of landform elements, the hydrologic impact of grazing and the effects on pasture yield and fodder quality in grazing areas worldwide as well as those focused on finding optimum animal stocking rates under different scenarios are welcome. We hope that many of you will consider submitting an abstract to this session, and attending the EGU next April. Please note that the abstract deadline is 7th January 2015 (13:00 CET). We strongly encourage early career researchers and Ph.D. students to apply (a limited amount of financial support is available through the EGU), but note that the deadline for applying for travel and attendance support is 28th November 2014.

If you have any questions about the session please do not hesitate to contact us.


MiKe  Vrahnakis 
Karditsa, Greece, mvrahnak@teilar.gr
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e ST PICO is short, precise, scientific. And PICO is the best of both worlds. PICO - Presenting
Interactive COntent™ is bringing the advantages of both, oral and poster, together into an
innovative type of presentation which opens the opportunity to be interactive. Every PICO author
Abstract Management presents first his/her work orally. But afterwards, all session attendees have enough time to watch
the presentation again, to hold discussions with the author and colleagues, and to network.
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Call-for-Papers

.| APICO presentation might be a Power Point one, a movie, an animation, or simply a PDF showing your research on a display. A
22 pICO session takes place at the PICO Spot which is a combination of an audience sitting in front of a screen together with a
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Deadines & Micsiucy number of touch screen displays (PICO Screens). The PICO session starts with a 2-minutes-madness, where all authors

pIcO present the essence of their work in 2 minutes each. Afterwards, the audience s using the PICO Screens spread n the PICO Spot to
View again their PICO presentation(s) of interest. Authors are standing next to their scheduled screen to show their PICO

Venue presentation. A PICO presentation should be composed in a way to fulfill both requirements in one file, the 2 minute overview as

Registration el as the extensive viewing afterwards. To give you an idea how your PICO could look lice please see the presentation of Stolk et al.

= 2013) based on Power Point and presented at the EGU General Assembly 2013,
Accommodation

All authors have shown their face through an oral contribution. But at the same time there is space to discuss the presentation in
detail - formally known as the advantage of posters. In a PICO world there is no oral/poster selection any more. Everybody gets both
TImprint -~ aPIco.

Geospots Vienna

A number of selected sessions wil be organized as PICO sessions marked accordingly in the programme. Different from 2013, we
have revised the PICO concept regarding two aspects: ) the sessions are organized by scheduling 20 PICOs only per time block. This
limits the number of 2-minutes-madness presentations given in a row. Before the next block of presentations start a viewing time for
these 20 presentations is reserved. b) The viewing time provides one touch screen display per PICO contribution and the programme
shows the respective time and display number per author. Join us and be
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