Emoyuoxn petafoin g vopovikng avtictacng vao
TEPLOPLGUEVT] VOUTIKY] OLULTA GTOV AYMYO 1GTO TOV
Melilotus officinalis L.
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Epyaotmplo Aacikdv Bookotonwv (236), Xxohn Aacoroyiag kot @ucikov [epidAiiovtog,
Aprototédrero Tavemotuio O@sccarovikng, 541 24 Oecoarovikn

Hepiinyn

Ta emanetiovpeva, pavopeva Enpociag otn Mecoyelakn (@vn KaOIGTOOV ETITAKTIKY TNV OVAYKN
UEAETG OIKOPUGIOAOYIKDV UNYOVIGU®Y OVTOYXNS 6TO LOOTIKO EAAelpo o€ AMPadikd €ion. [Ipog v
Katevbouvorn aut) petpnOnkav optopéves VIPOSUVOIKEG (VOATIKO SUVOUIKO, GYETIKO VLOATIKO
TEPLEYOIEVO) KOl (QUGLOAOYIKEC TOPAUETPOL (GTOUATIKY OY®YLUOTNTO, OOTvon) eV TapdAANAo
VTOAOYIGTNKE M EMOYOKY MUETOPOAN TNG VOPOVAKNG avtioToong o€ @utd tov gidovg Melilotus
officinalis (L.) xdto® amd JSweopetikry vOOTIKA Oloito (EMOPKDG TOTICUEVE KOl  VOOUTIKADG
Katamovnuévo eutd). Ta amoteléopota €onyobvTol OTL TO, ETUPKAOS TOTIGUEVO QLTH eu@ovilovv
VYNAN VOPOLAIKT OvVTIoTAGT, amoddduevn mlavov otV mpootadeln E0IKOVOUNGNEC TOL E60PLKOD
vepou katd TNV Enp1 mePiodo. AvIIBET®MG TO LOATIKMOG KOTOTOVILEVO GUTH QOIVETAL TOS O10TPOVV TN
SmVELOTIKN PoT| UEC® AMYOTEPO €LOICONTNG GTOUATIKNAG GUGKELNG, KOTOOEIKVOOVTOS LYNAOTEPT
KAVOTNTO LETAPOPAS VEPOV GTO GUGTNUA £30POC — PLTO — ATHLOCEOLPA, TPOGOIdoVTAG 6TO €id0C pial
TKOVOTNTO (POVOTUTTIKNG TAUCTIKOTNTAG.

AéEerg klerora: Y datikd duvapko, dwumvon, Melilotus officinalis.

Ewsayoym

KApotikée petaforéc kot ardyiotn avOpamivn opactnpldtnTo £(0VV TPOKAAEGEL TNV
EUPAVIOT) POVOLEVOV EPNUOTOINGONG GE SLAPOPES TEPLOYES TOL TAAVITY, LETAED TV OmoimV
kol ot Meosoyeakn Evponn. To voatkd Elheupa, ovvopouo e Enpacioc, Oewpeitar Ot
amoteLel £vov amd TOVG GNUOVTIKOTEPOLS TAPAYOVTEG TEPLOPIGLOV TOV PLTOKUAVUUOTOS KoL
™G PlomoiAdTTog oTIC €V AOY® TEPLoyEs. Tar uTd oL avamTvocovTol 6T Mecoyelokn
Covn ovvnbmg vmokewvtol o€ cuvONKeEG VOATIKOV gAleippatog eSoutiag TV LYNAOV
OLOMVELGTIKMOV OTOUTICEDV TNG OTUOCOAPOS KOl TNG XAUNANG dabeciudtntog vepod GTo
é0apog (Patakas et al. 2002).

Eivor yvootd 6t T avdtepa utd dafétovv aywyo 16td, 0 omoiog Kotd Kdmolo TpoOmo
OULVOEEL TO GUUTAOKO £30(P0C — QUVTO — ATHLOCEULPO, OLUEGOL TOL OTOIOL EMTLYYAVETAL M)
poN TOV aywyoL 1600 amd T PLLOGEALPU MG TV LIOCTOUOTIKN KOIAOTNTA. T vOpodLVAIKA
YOPOKTNPIOTIKA ALTOV TOL GLGTHLOTOG €ivat VIEVBVVA Yo TNV ovTicTaoT Tov epEavifeTot
o1 pon Tov vepol peTalh eddpovg kot eOAAoL. H oyéon voatikoh dvuvopukod £64¢poug,
pLOLOD damvong Kot vVOATIKOL dvvapikod Tov EOUAA®V kabopiletor ev moAlolg amd v
AYOYOTNTO TOL AY®YoL 16ToV. To oTOUATO AEITOVPYOVV HEGH GE £VOL OTEVO €0POG TIUMV
VOOTIKOD SLVOUIKOD LE OMOTEAEGHO KAT® amd pio Kpioun Ty Tov va emEPYETOl KAEIOLLO
™G otopatikng ovokevng (Brodribb et al. 2002). Epocov n didyvon twv vopaTudy and 1o
UEGOPVALO TTPOG TNV atudSEapa Katd T dtedikacio tng dtomvong kot 1 ddyvon tov CO,
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pog TV avtifetn katevbuvon katd ™ Jdikacio TS peTOocVVOESNC aKkoAovBovv To 1510
HOVoTaTtl, yivetor ca@ég OTL 1 OTOMHOTIKY Agttovpyio mailer pvBuiotikd poAo 1660 otV
KOTOVAA®GON VEPOV OGO Kol 610 pLOUS Tapaymyng Tov eutav (Mills et al. 1999).

[ToAAEC PUOIOAOYIKEG TAPAUETPOL TLOTEVETOL TWG EUTAEKOVTOAL GTY CTOUATIKY AgLtovpyia,
HE TO VOPOVAIKE YOPOKTINPIOTIKA TOL OYy®YOD GUOTHUOTOS VO OoTEAOLV pio €€ avtdv
(Cochard et al. 2002). Megyddo €0pog TILOV VOPALAMKNG AVTICTACNG OTAVIATOL GTO SLAPOPA
QLTIKA €10M akoOpa Kot HETAlD E0MV avaTTLVoCOUEVOV 6TO 1010 TEPIPailov. ‘Exet Bpebel 6Tin
VOPAVAKY avtioTaon avEdvetal KAt amd cvvOnkeg Enpaciag efottiog tng onpovpyiog
KeEVOV 0€pog otov aywyo 10td (Schultz 2003). Eropévmg, n dvvapuxkn g avénong otoug
OPYOVIGHOUG TPMTOYEVOLG Tapaymyns mepopiletor péyxpt éva opiopévo Pabud omd v
VOPOSVVAULIKY] HETOPOPAS TOL VEPOL 0TO ay®Yd cvatnua. [Tap’ott 1 yvoon towv tapapérpwv
mov emmpedlovv avT TN HETAPOPA CULUPAAAEL OTNV KOTOVONOT TNG VLOPOSLVOLLIKN
KOTAGTOONS TOL PUAAIKOV 16TOV, GTN AETOVPYIO TOV GTOUATOV KOL GTNV OVATTLEN omd To
QLTa Pnyovicpov avioyng oty Enpacia (Lovisolo and Schubert 1998), o mpocappoctiKog
POLOG TNG VOPAVAIKTG AVTIGTOGNC TOPAUEVEL AOIEVKPIVIGTOG.

YKOmOG TG TapovGas epyaciag NTav va depevvnBel Katd OG0 1n VOPALAIKT avTicTOoN
petoPdArietor KAto amd S1popeTIKE VOUTIKE KabeoTdTA, OALL Kol Kotd T petafacn oty
Enpn emoyn oto eidoc Melilotus officinalis (L.) tg owoyévelng Fabaceae. To €idog avto,
Bempovpevo apkoLvimg EnpavlekTikd, eueaviCel TANB0C YPNCE®V OTMOC QPOPLOKEVLTIKY,
UEMGGOKOMIKY], KINVOTPOPIKY, €V TAPOAANAC  YPNOUYLOTOLEITOL  YlO.  OMOKOTAGTOON
Swtapaypevev Ko Brobepaneio pumacuévav e50pav.

YMkd ko pé0odor

[Mo Vv £yKaTdoTOoN TOV UTIKOV VAIKOL 6topot Tov Melilotus officinalis (L.) omdpOnkav
o€ TocOTNTA 7,2 Yp. KOTA [L.0. OvVA YAASTPO YOPNTIKOTNTAG 25 KIADV UE TEPLEYOUEVO UETY AL
YOUOTOG, TOPPNG, KOTPLIG Kot UNAng o€ avoroyion 5:4:1:1 oto Aadomovikdé Knmo tov
Epyaotmpiov Aacikdv Bookotdnwv oty meproyn Agpodpopiov Oecoarovikng. Ot yAdotpeg
petapepOniay KATm amd £101KA SLOHOPPOUEVO GTEYAGTPO, TO OTO10 OmEKAELE TNV €GOS0 TV
opPpiov VoGtV €l TOL ELTOKOAVUUOTOG, JSWTNPOVTING TOUPAAANAL TOVG VTOAOUTOVG
KMpoTkoOs  mapdyovteg  apetdPAntovg  Omwg  mpofkvye  Omd  EOIKEC  UETPYCELC.
Epappoommrav 600 petayepioeic: o) motiopa péypt tov onueiov g aypoikavotnrog (EI,
Enapxac [otiopéva) ko B) voatkn dlorta neplopiopévng katd 50% nocdtrag vepol (YK,
Yoatkwng Katamovnuéva) o oyéon pe ta EIT putd. O kabopiopdg g vdatikng dlattog yuo
ta EIl ko ta YK @utd éywve pe tm ypnon tacwopétpov. H péon Bepuokpocio katd
ddprera e mepddov petpioemv kKopovotay petaéd 19,4 ko 24,2 °C, evd pe ™ Pondeia
UIKPOKAMUOTIKOD TTOAVGEVGOPO TPOEKLYE TO VOOTIKO EAlewupa g atpoceopag (VPD)
(Yoon and Richter 1990), to omoio xvpowvotav peta&y 0,77 ko 1,4 kPa. H pwtocuvBetikn
pony ¢wtoviov (PPFD) #rov g tééng tov 1120 pmol m™ s'. O perpiosig
TpaypoatoromOnkay 1o kalokaipt tov 2002.

Katd ) d1dpketa tov kdKAov g Enpaciag petpriOnie 10 VOATIKO SVVAIKO TOV PLAAKOV
16100 (V) vopig 10 mpwi (5:00) kar to peonuépt (12:00) o mévte TANPOS AVETTLYUEVO KOl
opa eOAA0 amd kdbe yepopd pe ™ Ponbeia Baidpov mieong. EmmpooBitmg, ce ido
aplOud VALYV, vtoAoyiotnke t0 oYeTIKO VOUTIKO TepeyOpevo (RWC) ochppwva pe toug
(Koide et al. 1991).

[Ma ™ pérpnomn g otopatikng ayoypdtros (gs) kot tov pvBuod owamvong (E) mévie
TANPOG OVETTLYUEVO GOALN oo KABE xeplopd tomofetOnkay e £101d OdAao TOPOUETPOV
owyvoewg to peonuépt (12:00-13:00) Tig idec Muépeg mov TpaypoatomowOnkay Kot ot
nponyodueveg petpnoelg (Pearcy et al. 1991). Téhoc, vmoloyictnke N VIPAVAIKY avticTOoT
(R) tov pvtov oduemva pe tovg Hubbard et al. (2001).
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To mepapatikd oy€do MoV TANPOS TVYUMOTOMUEVO pe Oéka emavainyels. H otatiotikn
eneEepyaoia ywve pe ypron tov otatioTikoy wakétov SPSS 12.0 ¢ enimedo onpovtikdOTnTOg
P<0,05.

Amoteléoporta Ko ovifTnon

H ortatiotikny avédivon tov 6ed0UEVEOV TOL VOATIKOD SVVAUIKOD QOVEPDOVEL TV KAADTEPT
voatikn Kardotaon tv EIT putdv (Ilivaxag 1). Oviwg, n avaivon g cvppetafoing tov W
Katd to peonuépt kot tov avrtiotoyyov RWC (Ewdva 1) delyver 61t ota EIT gutd 1o ¥
HELOVETOL TTOAD 0pYd cuvaptioel ¢ peiwong tov RWC péypt evog onpeiov mépav tov
omoiov M kKAMon ™G KaumvAng cvppetaffoing oArdlel kabiotauevn eviovotepn. To onueio
avTd KOUTNG ovTiKatontpilel T0 KAEioWo TV otopdtov mhavév eéortiag Tov Yauniov
vooTkol mepleyopévov. Avtifeta, ta YK @utd ydvouv Ppaddtepa vepd UHEUDVOVTIOG LE
apyotepo pvOud to ¥ tov 1ot®V TOVG, YEYOVOG Tov O umopovoe vo amodobel ot
UEYOADTEPY] TPOCHPUOCTIKY] TOVG WKovotnTo  &outiog Tng MPOYEVESTEPNS  VOATIKNG
KaTamovnong v onoia vréomaoav. 'Etot, yio pua {ovn vdatikov duvapikov amd -2,2 mg -
3,5 MPa kot yuo v oot tipn] tov W, to RWC givan peyorvtepo ota EIT oe oyéon pe ta YK
QLTE ov Kot o1 Olapopéc dev etvar onuavtikég (Ilivaxoag 1). Xvvendg, ota YK ¢utd ta
otopaTo KAEtvouy pe Bpadvtepo pubuo.

Hivaxas 1. Yopoovvopukés kor guoioloyikés mopouetpor oe emopkws motiouéva (EIN) ko
vootikwg katamoviuéva. (YK) putd tov gidovg Melilotus officinalis.

Yoatiko Y RWC o E R
KoOeoTMC (MPa) (%) (mmol m™s™) (mmol m?s™) (MPa m* s/mmol)

EIT 2,15+£0,140.  79,16+1,40 138,68+29,0a00  2,34+0,12a 0,072+0,021a

YK 2,41+0,118  77,3142,2a  106,87+12,40.  1,86+0,158  0,007+0,003p

Ta dedopéva mapovolalovior ®g |.o. £ Tumkd odipa. Ot dtapopetikol deikteg delyvouv onUavTIKEG SLopopPEg
TOV HEcOV OpmV ové 6TNAN og eminedo onpavtikodttag P<0,05.

H enidpaon g Enpng mepiddov eiye og amotédeoua ) peimon g gs 1060 ota EIl 660
kot ota YK o¢uta (Ewéva 2). Evoweépov mapovoialer 1o yeyovog ot 1o YK outd
eppaviCouv vynAdtepeg TWEG gs Yo TG 101eg Twég ¥ oe oyéon pe ta EIT outd av kot ot
OLLPOPEC AVTEG OEV Elval OTATIOTIKMOS ONUAVTIKEG. To @atvopevo avtd odnyel otn dlaTuTOON
dvo voBécewv: a) o YK @utd 6o mpémetl va epeoviCouv vymAdtepo puiuod dtomvong yiao Tig
ioteg twég Y oe oyéon pe ta EIT putd kot B) ta YK @utd avopéveror va mapovsidlovv
pikpotepn R, yeyovdg mov Ba dievkdAvve TV EVvudATMOT TOV GLAAIKOD 16TOV.
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Ewova 1. Zvuuetoforny  voatikod Ewova 2. Zvuuetoforn  voatikod
OVVOLIKOD  KOI — GYETIKOD  DOOTIKOD OVVOLIKOD KOI OTOUATIKNG Oy YIUO-
wepieyouevon aro eioog M. officinalis. mrag oto gioogs M. officinalis.
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Ta YK @utd eppdvicav oe emoylakn Pdomn pikpotepeg Tynég R oe oyéon pe ta EIT putd
(Ewoéva 3). And ™ ovppetaforn R kot ¥ (Ewdva 4) tpokdmtet 0Tt 11 EVOIATMOT TOV GUTIKOV
16100 ota YK @utd cvpPaivel oe yauniés Tipnég R oe oyxéon pe ta EIT gutd. To yeyovdg avtd
amotelel £voeltn 6t ota YK @utd vdpyet kdmota tpocappoyn (xounin R) mov dievkoivver
NV €VUOATMOON TOV 10TMV KOl CLUVETMG TN OTHPNOoN TS OTMAPYNS KOl TO GVOlyHo ToV
otopdtowv (Maherali and DeLucia 2000). Zvvenwg, emBepaidveror 0Tt To. GUTE dVVaTAL Vo,
HELOVOLY TNV aVTIGTOGN TNV Kiviom tov vepoy kT amd cuvOnkeg éviovne Enpaciog
(Mencuccini 2003).
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Ewcovo. 3. Emoyiaxn uetoforn ts  Eixova 4. Zvuuetofoln vdatikod ovvo-
DOPOVAIKNG  OVTIOTOONS — OTO  €l00C  MIKOD KOl VOPOVAIKHG OQVTIOTOONS OTO
Melilotus officinalis. gidog Melilotus officinalis.

H petafoin ¢ R pmopet va eivon to amotédecpa gite g S10K0mNG TG GTHANG TOL VEPOD
ota ayyeia (dnpovpyio KOOTHTOV aépog) €ite TG HeTAPOANG TOL peYEBOLG TV ayyeiwv.
Kot otig 600 mepmtdoelg mpoOKELTOL Yoo UNYOVICHOVS puBuicems ¢ Stofes1dTToS TOU
vePOU GTO PLAAIKO 16Td 68 cuVdVLAGUO pe T peimon g gs (Mohr and Schopfer 1995). Ta
YK ¢utd moapovctdlovy vynAotepT IKOVOTNTO LETOPOPAS VEPOL GTO GUGTNUO £30POG — PUTO
- atpudoeapa Koun mlavov pikpotepn evaictncio otn onpovpyios KOOTHTOV GTOV ay®myo
16T6. AKOUO OEV £YEL AMOGAPNVIOTEL EAV 01 KOTAOTNTEG OPOLV (G CLATO Y1 TO KAEIGIUO T®V
OTOUAT®V M TO KAEIGYO TOV GTOUAT®V YIVETOL TPOANTTIKA YO0 TNV amopuyn dnuovpyiog
kotvotntwv (Schultz 2003). H otabepotnra g vopavikng avrtiotaong ota YK o@utd
TOOVOV VO KATOOEIKVOEL TNV OOVGIO KOILOTNTMOV 1 TOVAGYIGTOV TNV EMITEVEN SLUVOUIKNG
16oppomiag 6to petaiyputo vmapEng kot un vmapéng kototntov (Zwieniecki et al. 2000).
[Taviog, outd mov eueoavilovv otabepn VIPAVAKY aviictacn Bewpovviol TEPIGGOTEPO
npocapuocuéva e NuiEnpeg meproyés (Zhang and Kirkham 1999).
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Ewcovo 5. Zouuetofoln vootikod ovvouikod xat
poluod diorvons aro givog Melilotus officinalis.
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Avtifeta and v mopomdve STvmouévn vrdbeon, n owmvon ota YK epeavileton
pikpotepn ev ovykpioet pe to EIT putd yio 11g 1d1eg tipég ¥ (Ewcova 5). To povopevo avtod
umopel vo Enyndei av dexBodue 4t 1 TocdTNTO VEPOD TOL PTAVEL V1o TV EVLOATMGT TOV
@LTIKOV 16ToV 0md 10 PO GVOTNHO YPNOLUOTOLEITAL Yio dVO GKOTOVS: a) TN OMpovpyio
OlomveELSTIKOD PeOOTOG Kot ) TNV 1KOVOTOINoT TMV AETOVPYIKOV OVOYKAOV TOV (QULTIKOV
KLTTApOL G¢ eminedo omapyns kot ocpwppvduiong (Larcher 1980). Ilpotepadotnta diveton
TPOPAVAG OTIC AEITOVPYIKEG OVAYKEC TOV QLTOD (MOGTE Vo glvol dvuvarty 1 OTHPNCTN TNG
OTOPYNG KOl VYMAGTEPOV TIUMV GTOUOTIKNG OYOYIHOTNTOS TPOKEWEVOD VO GUVEYLOTEL 1)
dwdikacio g eotoovvieonc. I'a ta EIT putd n vynAotepn dwamvor mboavov opeidetor ot
peyaAvtepn TocoTTA OmobnkevpEVOL vepoL ota dtbpopa Opyava (Schultz 2003).

Yopunepdopoata

Ta EIT putd mapovcidletor va akoAovfodv TakTiKn ££01KOVOUNONG VEPOV (Water savers)
(Jones 1983), kheivovtog To. 6TOHOTO KO 0VEAVOVTOG TIG OVTIGTACELS GTNV KIviion Tov vEPOL
péca oto ELTO TPOKEWEVOL VO amoPeLYHOHV TEPAUTEP® OLOMVEVCTIKEG OMMAEIEG KOATH TN
petdfoon oty Enpn mepiodo. AviBétwc, To YK outd akoiovBodv toktik ypnoyLomoinong
OAov ToL dvVaTOV draBéacipov vepov (wWater spenders) HEWOVOVTOG TNV OVTIGTOON GTNV Kivon
TOV GTOV 0y®YO 16TO e GKOTO T STNPNON TG GTOUOTIKNG OYOYIUOTNTOS KOl GUVETMG TNG
TOPOYOYIKOTNTOS TOL PLTOD GE VYNAL EMIMEDL.

Biiwoypaoio

Brodribb, T.J., N.M. Holbrook and M.V. Gutierrez. 2002. Hydraulic and photosynthetic co-
ordination in seasonally dry tropical forest trees. Plant Cell Environ., 25: 1435-1444.

Cochard, H., L. Coll, X. Le Roux and T. Améglio. 2002. Unravelling the effects of plant
hydraulics on stomatal closure during water stress in walnut. Plant Physiol., 128: 282—-290.

Hubbard, R.M., M.G. Ryan, V. Stiller and J.S. Sperry. 2001. Stomatal conductance and
photosynthesis vary linearly with plant hydraulic conductance in ponderosa pine. Plant
Cell Environ., 24: 113-121.

Jones, H.G. 1983. Plants and microclimate. A quantitative approach to environmental plant
physiology. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, pp. 323.

Koide, R.T., R.H. Robichaux, S.R. Morse and C.M. Smith. 1991. Plant water status, hydraulic
resistance and capacitance, p. 161-183. In: Plant Physiological Ecology. Field Methods and
Instrumentation (R.W. Pearcy, J. Ehleringer, H.A. Mooney and P.W. Rundel, eds).
Chapman and Hall, London.

Larcher, W. 1980. Physiological Plant Ecology. Springer-Verlag, Berlin, pp. 303.

Lovisolo, C. and A. Schubert. 1998. Effects of water stress on vessel size and xylem hydraulic
conductivity in Vitis vinifera L. J. Exp. Bot., 49: 693—700.

Maherali, H. and E.H. DeLucia. 2000. Xylem conductivity and vulnerability to cavitation of
ponderosa pine growing in contrasting climates. Tree Physiol., 20: 859-867.

Mencuccini, M. 2003. The ecological significance of long-distance water transport: Short-
term regulation, long-term acclimation and the hydraulic costs of stature across plant life
forms. Plant Cell Environ., 26: 163-182.

Mills, T.M., K.T. Morgan and L.R. Parsons. 1999. Canopy position and leaf age affect
stomatal response and water use in citrus. In: Water Use in Crop Production (M.B.
Kirkham, eds). Food Products Press, New York, pp. 163-180.

Mohr, H. and P. Schopfer. 1995. Plant Physiology. Springer-Verlag, Berlin, pp. 629.

Afadorovia Enpobeprurav Iepioywmv 91



Patakas, A., N. Nikolaou, E. Zioziou, K. Radoglou and B. Noitsakis. 2002. The role of
organic solute and ion accumulation in osmotic adjustment in drought-stressed grapevines.
Plant Sci., 163: 361-367.

Pearcy, R.W., E.D. Schulze and R. Zimmermann. 1991. Measurement of transpiration and
leaf conductance, p. 137-160. In: Plant Physiological Ecology. Field Methods and
Instrumentation. (R.W. Pearcy, J. Ehleringer, H.A. Mooney and P.W. Rundel, eds).
Chapman and Hall, London.

Schultz, H.R. 2003. Differences in hydraulic architecture account for near-isohydric and
anisohydric behaviour of two field-grown Vitis vinifera L. cultivars during drought. Plant
Cell Environ., 26: 1393-1405.

Yoon T. M. and H. Richter. (1990). Seasonal changes in stomatal responses of sweet cherry
and plum to water status in detached leaves. Physiol. Plant., 80: 520-526.

Zhang, J. and M.B. Kirkham. 1999. Hydraulic resistance of sorghum (C4) and sunflower
(C3), p. 287-298. In: Water Use in Crop Production (M.B. Kirkham, ed). Food Products
Press, New York.

Zwieniecki, M.A., P.J. Melcher, C.K. Boyce, L. Sack and N.M. Holbrook. 2002. Hydraulic
architecture of leaf venation in Laurus nobilis L. Plant Cell Environ., 25: 1445-1450.

Seasonal change of hydraulic resistance in Melilotus
officinalis L. tissues under water deficit

P. Kostopoulou, M. Karatassiou and B. Noitsakis
Laboratory of Range Science (P.O. Box 236), School of Forestry and Natural Environment,
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, 541 24 Thessaloniki, Greece

Summary

The possible appearance of desertification phenomena in the Mediterranean zone necessitates the
study of ecophysiological mechanisms of range plant tolerance to water deficit. Towards this direction
several hydrodynamic (water potential, relative water content) and physiological parameters (stomatal
conductance, transpiration) were measured while, at the same time, the seasonal change of hydraulic
resistance was calculated in Melilotus officinalis (L.) under two different water regimes (well watered
and water stressed plants). The results indicate that the well watered plants showed higher hydraulic
resistance, possibly attributed to an effort of saving the soil water resources during the dry period. On
the other hand, water stressed plants seemed to maintain their transpirational flow through a less
sensitive stomatal apparatus, exhibiting a higher water transport capacity at the soil-plant-atmosphere
continuum, indicating a capacity of phenotypic plasticity.

Key words: Water potential, transpiration, Melilotus officinalis.
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